CLAY  CROSS  URBAN  blSTRICT.^ 


Annual  Report  for  1913, 

. . BY  . . 

Barristcr-at-Law. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 


The  Urban  District  is  a small  one  : 2§-  miles  East  to  West,  and  half  a mile 
only  from  North  to  South  at  its  narrowest  point.  East  and  west  of  this  neck  it 
bulges  hour-glass  fashion.  The  narrov/  neck  is  traversed  by  the  Sheffield  to 
Derby  Road — it  is  the  highest  part  of  the  district — and  round  it  the  town  of 
Clay  Cross  is  built.  On  the  East  side  the  land  falls  away  to  the  Rother  valley, 
with  the  Midland  Railway  ; and  on  the  West  there  is  also  a fall  to  the  valley  of 
the  Press  Brook  flowing  South  to  the  Amber,  with  an  easy  rise  on  the  further 
side  which  is  occupied  by  many  small  agricultural  holdings.  About  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Press  Brook  are  found  the  various  sources  of  our  water  supply. 
The  highest  point  is  490  ft.  O.D.,  the  lowest  325  ft. 


It  is  on  the  western  border  of  the  East 
1462  acres,  all  land. 


1901. 

Population  ...  ^358 

Inhabited  houses  1574 


Derbyshire  coalfield.  The  area  is 

1911.  Est.  Mid-  1913. 

8365  8368 

1780  1793 


Six  new  houses  were  built  in  1913  ; three  closed  voluntarily,  and  one  of  tJtiese 
in  a large  yard,  was  demolished  to  the  improvement  of  the  remainder  of  the  yard. 

Rateable  value,  ^21,737.  Assessable  value,  ^15,512. 

General  District  Rate,  4/3  in  the  £. 

The  Urban  District  is  composed  of  two  parishes.  Clay  Lane  and  Egstow> 
both  in  the  Chesterfield  Union.  The  Poor  Rate  amounts  to  4/4  in  the  £. 


The  chief  industry  is  coal  mining.  In  the  neighbourhood,  and  all  unfor- 
tunately outside  the  area  of  the  Urban  District,  are  the  Clay  Cross  Collieries, 
North  Wingfield  Colliery,  Pilsley  Collieries  and  Hardwick  Collieries.  The  Clay 
Cross  Colliery  Co.,  Ltd.,  also  own  Blast  Furnaces,  Pipe  Foundries,  Economiser 
Works,  and  an  Engineering  Shop.  There  is  a local  Gas  Company,  and  employ- 
ment for  quite  a number  is  found  on  the  small  farms  on  the  western  side.  There 
are  two  printing  establishments  ; there  was  no  case  of  lead  poisoning  reported. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births  267— 31*9  per  1000  born.  This  is  about  an  average  figure,  slightly 
lower  if  anything,  the  figures  for  the  previous  five  years  being  35’5,  35’3,  31*1, 
29’9,  and  3r5-  With  such  a high  birth  rate,  a high  infant  mortality  is  to  be 
expected,  and  in  this  one  is  not  disappointed. 

Infant  Mortality.  — 40  deaths,  150  per  1000  born.  Our  rates  for  the  past 
five  years  were  128,  102,  i6s,  184  and  129,  rates  which  placed  us  in  unenviable 
positons  at  or  about  the  head  of  the  lists  o^  the  County.  The  Council  has  not 
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adopted  the  the  Notification  of  Births  Act.  This  Act  is  however  in  operation  in 
the  Chesterfield  Rural  area,  which  surrounds  the  district.  While  the  idea  of  the 
adoption  of  the  act  and  the  instruction  to  mothers  has  been  commended  by  the 
Council,  they  have  been  deterred  by  the  cost.  Should  the  figures  of  the  Rural 
Council,  operating  in  similar  industrial  conditions  be  improved,  the  practical 
result  will  commend  the  outlay  as  an  excellent  investment  and  compel  the 
adoption  of  the  act. 

An  epidemic  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
was  responsible  for  6 of  the  40  deaths  ; Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  claimed  8,  6 of  these 
latter  were  in  the  Autumm,  and  I laid  the  blame  on  the  contaminated  dust  from 
the  privies  and  unpaved  yards,  carried  either  by  the  wind  or  by  flies  or  by  direct 
contact.  Premature  birth  accounts  for  nine  : this  is  a high  figure  when,  there  is 
no  industrial  female  labour  except  domestic  service,  and  would  almost  point  to 
a lack  of  care  and  preparation  for  the  duties  of  maternity.  While  the  maternity 
benefit  under  the  Insiarance  Act  has  not  altered  previous  custom  as  to  attendance 
at  the  confinement  period,  certain  changes  are  to  be  noted  : in  the  least  provi- 
dent parts  of  the  district  the  Midwives  can  now  depend  on  being  paid,  and  they 
are  able  to  secure  some  necessaries  for  the  event;  and  among  the  ordinary  more 
provident  class  there  is  no  hesitation  in  calling  in  Medical  Assistance  in  difficult 
or  prolonged  labour.  The  use  of  anaesthetics  too,  in  such  cases,  is  much  more 
common. 

Deaths  177  : rate  2i'i  (corrected  forage  and  sex  21'^).  The  principal  death 
rates  per  1000  per  ann.  are  as  under  : 

All  causes  Zymotic  Ent.  Fever  and  Phthisis.  Other  Tuber.  Resp.  Diseases 

corrected  for  localitis  Diseases.  Diarrhoea.  Diseases.  (ex.  Phthisis). 

2I-I  6*3  1*7  ri  -47  27 

Compared  with  last  year  Tubercular  Diseases  shew  a slight  decrease.  Respir- 
atory Diseases  a slight  increase.  Zymotic  Diseases  (including  Enteric  Eever  and 
Diarrhoea  much  higher,  while  the  total  figure  is  exceptionally  high.  The  high 
Zymotic  rate  is  principally  accounted  for  by  the  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
Epidemic  which  was  responsible  for  39  deaths.  Measles  24,  and  Whooping 
Cough  15,  head  the  list  of  f j.tal  diseases,  and  yet  neither  of  them  is  considered  of 
much  account  by  the  average  parent.  I'he  type  of  disease  in  this  epidemic  was 
particularly  virulent,  the  illness  lasting  in  some  cases  only  a day  or  two,  and 
this,  besides  swelling  the  Infant  Mortality,  has  raised  the  Death  Rate  out  of  all 
proportion.  With  a rate  of  21*3  net,  per  1000  population,  there  is  little  doubt 
but  that  Clay  Cross  District  will  occupy  once  more  the  unenviable  position  at 
the  top  of  the  County  death  rate  table  ; and  while  the  Measles  epidemic  is 
responsible  for  much,  even  if  the  39  deaths  due  to  the  epidemic  were  excluded, 
we  should  still  have  a figure  higher  than  last  year  and  much  higher  than  the 
County  average.  It  would  appear  that  there  must  be  definite  causes  for  the  con- 
tinued high  rate,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  was  investigated  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer  during  the  year,  and  formed  the  subject  of  a special 
report  by  him  to  the  County  Council.  " 

Water  Supply. 

I his  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  for  several  years.  Latterly  it  has 
been  the  subject  of  considerable  discussion,  particularly  as  to  its  quantity. 

largely  spring  water  and  we  depend  on  each  day  for  each  day’s  supply, 
he  only  storage  is  an  underground  tank  holding  three-fourths  of  a day’s  need. 
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The  sources  of  supply  are  : 

Woferley  Springs,  a pure  water  piped  by  itself  direct  to  the  underground  tank  ; 
40-50,000  gallons  daily. 

Bore-hole,  with  lime  and  iron  in  solution,  separately  piped  to  waterworks  where 
an  aerating  weir  and  shallow  sand  filter  oxidise  and  remove  the  excess  iron  ; 
40,000  gallons  daily. 

Grinders  Well,  pure,  40-50,000  gallons  daily.  This  fine  spring  is  allowed  to 
discharge  into  an  open  brook  course — Northedge  Brook,  which  meets  the 
Press  Brook  ^ mile  lower,  and  then  100  yards  or  so  lower  reaches  the  water- 
works. Here  are  sand  fdter  beds,  and  the  mixed  water  after  filtration  is 
passed  into  the  reservoir  tank. 

Objection  has  been  taken  in  previous  reports  to  the  obvious  pollution  in  the 
Press  Brook,  and  to  the  waste  of  good  water  in  allowing  the  pure  spring  of 
Grinders  Well  to  dissipate  itself  in  the  brook  course  in  summer  when  of  course  it 
is  most  wanted,  while  when  the  rain  comes  it  is  supplemented  and  diluted  by  the 
wash  from  the  numerous  cottages  and  farms  which  sit  (sumps  and  all)  on  the 
banks  of  the  Press  Brook. 

True,  we  have  not  apparently  suffered  from  such  obvious  poisoning,  partly 
because  most  of  such  storm  water  goes  over  the  weir  and  is  not  collected,  partly 
because  of  the  filtration,  and  partly  because  of  the  large  proportion  of  sterile 
spring  water  which  forms  the  bulk  of  our  supply.  Two  years  ago  I reported  that 
we  were  only  waiting  specification  for  the  work  of  piping  Grinders  Well  direct, 
but  it  is  not  done  vet. 

The  Council  how^ever  have  not  been  idle.  While  they  have  in  theory 
approved  the  elimination  of  possible  pollution  from  the  open  brook  courses  and 
the  unprotected  sumps,  they  have  been  desirous — in  order  to  cope  with  the  ever 
pressing  necessity  of  water  carriage  of  excreta,  and  to  provide  water  for  baths — 
of  increasing  the  supply.  In  the  igi  i Report  I recorded  the  visit  of  Mr.  Radford, 
Water  Engineer,  Nottingham,  to  our  gathering  grounds  ; last  year’s  report  stated 
that  five  samples  from  prospective  additional  supplies  had  been  taken  and  were 
under  consideration.  Further  visits  and  investigations  have  been  made  and  a 
proposal  was  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

To  inquire  into  this  proposal,  Mr.  Bicknell,  L.G.B.  Inspector,  visited  Clay 
Cross  on  25th  Nov.,  1913.  He  suggested  various  modifications  of  the  scheme, 
and  approved  the  supply  from  a suggested  spring,  15,000  galls,  (close  to  Woferley 
Springs).  A modified  scheme,  which  includes  the  development  of  Grinders  Well 
and  the  piping  of  that  supply  direct  to  the  w^aterworks,  via  the  present  Borehole 
pipe,  and  the  piping  of  the  new^  spring  in  a similar  fashion  via  the  Woferley  pipe, 
is  now  before  the  L.G.B. 

The  Inspector  also  suggested  that  a reservoir  might  be  made  of  the  confluent 
Press  and  Northedge  Brooks  just  above  the  w^aterworks,  wTere  the  configuration 
of  the  land  would  allow  for  this  quite  easily.  The  pollution  from  the  farm  land 
and  the  sumps  he  was  of  opinion  would  be  overcome  by  storage. 

While  the  beneficial  effects  of  purification  by  storage  cannot  be  denied,  I 
would  prefer  the  experiment  of  a reservoir  wTose  waters  were  dammed  back  up 
to  four  occupied  houses  (one  of  them  a farm  with  a fermenting  sump)  draining 
into  it,  were  tried  somehere  else.  It  may  be  all  right — like  the  glass  of  “pure” 
water  the  sanitary  engineer  hands  you  from  the  effluent  of  the  sewerage  works 
of  his  own  design — but  the  flavour  of  its  association  remains. 


4 


One  suggestion  which  had  been  considered  by  the  Council  he  heartily 
approved,  viz.  the  diverting  of  the  water  now  supplied  to  the  Clay  Cross  Co  , 
Ltd.,  for  trade  purposes  to  the  necessary  sanitary  requirrnents  of  our  own  district. 
(At  present  they  take  6,850  galls,  a day  and  pay  the  Council  £^90-95  per  annum.) 
This  would  involve  no  hardship  to  the  Company  as  the  Chesterfield  Rural  main 
runs  close  by,  and  the  Rural  Council  have  large  storage  capacity  of  upland  sur- 
face water. 

The  Elimination  of  leakages  in  stand  pipes  common  to  a whole  yard,  and 
the  provision  of  an  iron  tank  on  the  highest  point  of  the  town,  to  fill  during  the 
night,  were  also  mentioned,  and  approved  by  the  Inspector. 

The  pure  water  we  can  depend  on  if  the  proposed  scheme  is  approved,  (apart 
from  the  filtered  brook  water)  amounts  to  135- 155,000  galls  daily.  Our  popn.  is 
8368,  15  galls  per  head  amounts  to  125,500  galls. 

25  Houses  m upper  Holmgate  and  Deerleap  within  our  area  not  supplied  by 
the  Council  but  these  are  nearly  all  supplied  from  a spring  which  was  one  of  the 
sources  which  the  Council  desired  to  draw  on. 

Four  other  houses  at  Spoilbanks  are  also  unprovided  for.  d hese  have  surface 
wells. 

Of  the  houses  in  the  district  where  water  is  available  539  are  supplied  only 
by  stand  pipes  in  the  yard,  and  79  have  water  in  detached  wash  houses  only  ; the 
remaining  1160  have  a separate  water  installation  inside  each  house. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Sewerage  Schemes  continue  to  work  satisfactorily.  They  have  been 
installed  8 years,  and  consist  of  Sludge  Pits,  Septic  Tanks,  Aerating  Tanks  with 
automatic  revolving  distributing  arms,  and  percolation  over  land.  One  is  situate 
at  Bacon  Springs  and  discharges  into  Press  Brook,  a tributary  of  the  Amber  ; 
the  other  is  at  Danesmoor  and  discharges  into  the  Rother.  One  man  is  in 
charge  of  both.  He  has  a good  plant  to  look  after  ; he  takes  a pride  in  his  work, 
and  the  Council  consequently  look  with  complacency  at  the  place  they  occupy 
in  the  County  list  of  satisfactory  effluents. 

The  provision  of  more  water  closets  would  make  a more  satisfactory  effluent 
by  lessening  the  proportion  of  soap  suds,  and  this  increased  provision  is  to  be 
looked  for  in  the  future.  Last  year  the  Council  put  on  record  “ that  unless  in 
exceptional  circumstances  plans  for  new  property  without  water  closets  would 
not  be  approved.”  Also  they  have  instructed  the  the  Surveyor  to  submit  schemes 
for  wholesale  conversion  of  blocks  of  privies  where  these  can  best  De  carried  out 
and  are  prepared  to  welcome  any  conversion,  and  to  insist  on  compulsory  con- 
version in  individual  cases  that  are  reported  as  a distinct  nuisance.  *They  have 
not  yet  decided  on  making  a definite  allowance  to  owners  to  assist  owners  who 
voluntarily,  but  this  is  under  consideration. 

bhe  number  of  closets  added  or  converted  in  1913  were  : — converted  9,  new 
1 1,  making  our  figures  : 

Pail  closets.  Wfiiter  closets.  Slop-water  closets.  Privy  middens. 

None.  306  12  M75 

* "1  he  Council  has  since  decided  (6th  Nfarch,  1914)  to  bring  at  their  expense  the  drain  to 
within  4 ft.  6 ins.  of  any  privy  compulsorily  converted.  I hope  they  will  be  even  more  favourable  to 
those  who  voluntarily  convert  otherwise  everyone  would  w'ait  till  compelled,  and  a premium  be  put 
on  insanitation. 


Scavenging, 

The  Urban  area  used  to  be  divided  out  into  eight  districts  and  scavenging 
let.  d'he  Council  gradually  took  over  the  work  and  now  is  responsible  for  all 
but  two.  I'he  men  start  at  5 a m.  and  work  till  12  noon  ; in  summer  from  4 till 
1 1 a.m. 

The  house  refuse  consequently  is  being  loaded  up  till  i or  1.30  in  winter,  but 
for  the  later  lots  the  less  prominent  places  are  selected.  Night  scavenging  alone 
will  remedy  this  eyesore  There  is  still  difficultv  with  overfull  ashpits  and 
privies,  and  I suppose  will  be  as  long  as  this  crude  method  of  excrement  disposal 
is  continued  NIuch  improvement  has  been  effected  by  a check  system  adopted 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  more  could  be  done  if  his  efforts  were  supplemented 
by  the  householders  themselves.  A brush  and  shovel  in  the  house  holders’  hands 
for  five  minutes  a week,  would  work  wonders  in  many  yards,  while  if  there  is 
need  for  emptying,  a post  card  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  seems  the  most  obvious 
thing  in  the  wmrld,  and  yet  in  many  eases,  the  last  thing  thought  of. 

The  Clay  Cross  Co.,  l.td.,  having  raised  their  price  for  tipping  accomodation 
to  what  the  Council  considered  an  exorbitant  figure,  the  Council  purchased  the 
North  Allotment  gardens  close  to  their  own  wharf,  ddien  they  found  they  had 
no  access  to  it  except  by  courtesy  of  the  Clay  Cross  Co.,  so  a further  strip  giving 
access  from  the  main  Chesterfield  Road  had  to  be  bought.  This  strip  is  lower 
than  the  main  road,  and  lower  also  than  the  allotment  tip  wdll  be  when  completed, 
so  tipping  was  commenced  right  up  to  the  main  road.  When  the  road  level  was 
reached  soil  was  replaced,  with  turves  on  the  banks,  a quick  hedge  at  the  top, 
and  trees  planted  at  intervals  on  either  side,  so  that  the  ugly  duckling,  feared  of 
some  neighbouring  house  holders  bids  fair  to  grow  into  a presentable  sw^an.  The 
trees  were  obtained  at  no  cost,  having  all  been  planted  by  a former  clerk  to  the 
Council  (the  late  Mr.  Jas.  Stollard),  who  placed  many  seedlings  and  more  seeds 
on  the  patch  surrounding  the  Council  cottages  formerly  used  as  a smallpox 
hospital.  His  thoughtful  appreciation  of  the  future  has  provided  an  excellent 
plantation  round  the  cottages,  and  now  his  labours  bid  fair  to  be  more  appreciated 
than  ever.  The  Council  propose  to  recognise  and  copy  the  msthetic  spirit  that 
was  present  in  him,  for  while  they  intend  to  utilise  the  Allotment  Cardens  as  a 
tip,  it  is  no  ugly  heap  they  intend  to  leave  ; they  will  remove  and  replace  the. 
soil,  so  that  ultimately  there  will  be  the  same  riot  of  flower  and  vegetable  pro- 
duce, with  offence  to  none. 


Inspection  of  the  District. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  was  relieved  of  a portion  of  his  duties  during  the 
year  by  a re-arrangement  of  offices.  A working  road  foreman  was  appointed 
and  a water  bailiff  to  take  charge  of  the  waterworks.  Now,  while  he  has  the 
supervision  of  both,  he  is  relieved  of  much  detail  work  to  the  advantage  of  his 
other  duties. 

There  has  been,  iKWvever,  no  opportunity  for  a formal  and  thorough  inspec- 
tion of  the  district.  Where  directed,  he  has  prepared  records,  as  for  instance  in 
the  houses  formally  condemned,  but  with  extra  work  in  connection  with  the 
water  extension.  Road  board’s  improvements  at  Stretton  1 lill,  alterations  and 
improvements  on  Broadleys,  the  new  tip,  &c.,  a systematic  inspection  has  not 
been  possible. 

Bye  Laws,  &c. 

I'hese  were  reported  as  under  consideration  last  year.  During  1913  many 
committee  meetings  were  held  and  the  Council  hoi)e  to  produce  the  result  of  their 
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labours  in  the  near  future,  in  up  to  date  bydaws  consonant  with  the  advance  of 
the  age,  duly  approved  by  the  L.G.B. 

I'he  Old  Byelaws  for  Lodging  Houses,  Nuisances  and  Slaughter  Houses  were 
dated  1895,  New  Streets  and  Buildings  igo6,  and  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
regulations  under  the  order  of  1885  were  adopted  by  the  Council  in  1896. 

'i'here  are  no  permanent  van  dwellers,  but  van  dwellers  occasionally  come  to 
pitch  their  quarters  in  the  Fair  Ground,  which  is  held  privately.  The  Council 
has  gone  so  far  as  to  recognise  and  legalise  their  status  by  charging  them  for 
Council  water  used.  F^ut  that  is  past,  and  van  dw^ellers  in  a public  place  with- 
out any  sanitary  conveniences,  wdio  cuckoo  like,  use  whosever  else’s  may  be  most 
convenient,  are  no  more  to  be  tolerated  than  would  a dwelling  house  similarly 
destitute. 

There  are  no  cellar  dwellings. 

There  are  a few  entresol  floors,  some  4 ft.  in  height,  some  of  which  from  time 
to  time,  for  warmth  or  for  convenience,  are  found  to  be  used  as  bedrooms,  one 
only  is  in  use  at  the  present  time,  by  a cripple  who  cannot  except  with  dffficulty 
reach  the  lofty  empty  bedroom  on  the  floor  above.  They  are  not  reckoned  by 
the  Council  as  habitable  rooms  and  not  taken  into  consideration  if  it  comes  to  a 
question  of  overcrowding. 

. here  are  no  offensive  trades  except  Tripe  13oiling  and  Blood  Boiling  and 
these  are  carried  on  so  as  not  to  be  offensive. 

Schools. 

These  are  as  last  year  : One  Infant  School  at  Danesmeor,  modern,  and  with 
a good  yard  ; a large  group  of  schools  at  Clay  Cross — Infant,  Junior  Girls  and 
Senior  Boys  (modern).  Junior  Boys,  Senior  Girls,  aud  Higher  Grade  (old,  incon- 
venient and  condemned).  The  New-"  Higher  Grade  is  waiting  now  the  completion 
of  the  North  Wingfield  school  (where  new^  ideas  in  heating  and  lighting  are  being 
tried),  to  see  wFiat  further  suggestions  and  improvements  can  be  therefrom 
learned.  Meanwhile  children  and  teachers  have  headaches,  and  the  rats  have  a 
merry  time  in  the  old  buildings. 

The  reconstruction  of  these  old  and  condemned  premises  has  been  deferred 
year  by  year  owdng  to  the  continuous  expectation  of  the  removal  of  tlie  Higher 
Grade  School  and  its  rebuilding  elsewhere.  Other  improvements  also  have  been 
similarly  deferred  ; for  instance  : while  other  schools  under  the  care  of  the  com- 
mittee, at  Tupton,  Park  House  and  I-^ilsley,  have  had  the  privies  replaced  by 
water  closets.  Clay  Cross  continues  to  use  privies,  and  latrines  wTich  are  almost 
as  objectionable. 

In  view  of  the  forwmrd  steps  contemplated  by  the  Urban  Council  I think  the 
school  authorities  should  wait  no  longer  with  regard  to  such  conversion  at  Clay 
Cross,  but  proceed  at  once  and  anticipate  any  “ instructions  ” to  put  their  house 
in  order.  Something,  too,  might  be  done  to  improve  the  ventilation  of  the  old 
schools  pending  their  reconstruction. 

Last  year  saw  the  close  of  the  School  Clinic.  It  was  run  at  considerable 
expense  from  Derby  by  the  Education  Committee,  by  means  of  a grant  from  the 
Board  of  l^ducation.  At  this  end  the  children  wdio  were  to  participate  in  the 
benefits  of  the  clinic  by  having  eyes  tested,  and  spectacles  supplied  at  cost  price, 
teeth  attended  to,  and  minor  operations  such  as  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids 
perlormed,  were  expected  to  pay  id.  per  month.  A condition  of  the  clinic  wms 
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that  at  least  50  per  cent,  of  the  children  should  be  members.  But  it  was  uphill 
work  keeping  up  the  membership — some  who  had  received  benefits  somehow  for- 
got to  pay  after  ; others  who  apparently  had  no  immediate  need  did  not  see  why 
they  should  pay  ; others  who  thought  they  had  been  neglected  felt  that  it  was 
too  much  they  should  be  asked  to  continue,  and  so  with  w^ondrous  unanimity 
more  than  half  began  to  make  excuse  and  the  scheme  had  to  be  suspended,  and 
is  no  longer  in  operation. 

It  is  an  illustration  of  the  failure  of  the  voluntary  system  even  where  the 
value  of  benefits  distributed  is  far  in  excess  of  the  amount  contributed.  Later, 
the  scheme  is  bound  to  be  resurrected  and  extended  either  on  some  principle 
which  may  cost  each  person  more  but  where  the  method  of  contribution  is  less 
obvious  than  the  stamping  of  a card  once  a month,  or  by  the  education  of  the 
parents  to  a proper  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  benefits  possible  by  their 
hearty  co-operation  with  a benificent  Education  Authority  anxious  to  see  their 
children  start  the  battle  of  life  duly  equipped  both  mentally  and  physically. 


Food  Supply. 

Milk — On  the  register  there  are  30  cowkeepers.  Most  of  these  also  sell  milk 
retail,  though  a few  sell  wholesale  onlv,  either  to  a neighbour  with  a “ milk  run  ” 
or  to  a city  dealer.  'Fhere  are  no  milk  sellers  apart  from  cowkeepers. 

Lack  of  space  and  lack  of  ventilation  are  apparent  in  about  half  of  the  cow- 
sheds and  the  regulations  are  not  enforced  in  these  particulars.  The  belief  dies 
hard  that  a cow  is  in  better  condition  and  gives  more  milk  if  in  the  winter  she  is 
kept  in  the  dark,  and  kept  warm  by  “stewing  in  her  own  juice,”  with  nearly  all 
the  available  air  holes  closed. 

One  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  reported. 

The  Clay  Cross  Co.  continue  to  set  an  excellent  example  at  their  dairy  farm 
where  the  milk  is  put  up  in  sterilised  bottles  sealed  with  wood  pulp  discs  and 
distributed.  Each  bottle  contains  its  own  quota  of  cream,  and  the  contamination 
of  frequent  exposure  and  handling  is  prevented.  I regret  that  more  milk  sellers 
have  not  seen  fit  to  copy  such  an  excellent  example. 

Other  Foods  : 'The  Markets  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  the  food  exposed  for  sale  has  been  found  satisfactory.  ^5  tins  canned  food 
and  6 couples  rabbits  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed.  There  were 
no  prosecutions. 

Bakehouses  : Four  are  on  the  Register.  Two  are  crippled  in  their  accom- 
modation. All  are  clean. 


Housing. 

Last  year  I reported  no  overcrowding  and  no  empty  houses.  'This  year  the 
conditions  are  similar,  only  that  the  lack  of  additional  houses  is  being  slightly 
more  felt,  but  there  is  very  little  response  in  the  way  of  new  houses  to  meet  this 
demand  and  allow  for  the  displacement  of  the  old,  so  that  one  great  incentive 
to  the  improvement  and  modernising  of  cottages  is  taken  away,  viz.,  the  lack  of 
tenants  for  such  as  are  not  well  built  and  lighted  and  dry,  provided  with  proper 
landers  and  gutters,  a clean  impervious  yard,  water  inside  and  good  closet  accom- 
modation. 

Under  sec  17  of  the  Mousing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  the  following  action 
was  taken  : 
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Houses  Inspected,  140;  Houses  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation,  22; 
Representations  to  Local  Authority,  8;  Closing  orders  made,  22;  Houses 
remedied  witliout  the  making  of  closing  orders,  43  ; Houses  remedied  after 
making  closing  orders,  10  in  process  of  repair.  Defects  found  included  : Damp 
in  nearly  every  case,  absence  of  landers  and  spouting,  insiifiicient  height  and 
airspace  in  rooms. 


Below  are  a few  of  the  larger  properties  where  alterations  or  improvements 
have  been  ordered  or  supervised  : — 

Eyre  Street  (Holland’s  Yard).  — Privies  repaired,  drains  relaid,  eavespouts  fixed 
water  laid  inside  each  house  and  slop  stones  provided 
Wa  terloo  Street  (Bircumshaw’s). — Most  of  the  back  to  back  houses  knocked  into 
one,  giving  through  ventilation. 

Bestwood  Drive  (Bircumshaw’s). — Some  repairs  to  roofs,  other  repairs  in  contem- 
plation. One  house  closed  voluntarily. 

King  Street  (J.  Clark’s  Yard). — Damp  course  inserted,  outside  walls  stuccoed, 
wash  house  with  tap  and  slopstone  provided  for  each  house,  drains  relaid, 
yard  asphalted. 

King  Street  (G.  Clark’s  Yard)  — Privies  and  ashpits  replaced  by  w.c’s.  and  ashbins. 
King  Street  (Brampton  Brewery). — Privies  rebuilt,  water  laid  inside  houses,  drains 
relaid,  yard  asphalted. 

Angel  Inn  (Brampton  Brewery). — Structural  repairs,  drains  relaid,  yard  asphalted. 
Eyre  Street  (Cousin’s). — W.c’s.  and  ashbins  replace  privies  and  ashpits.  Drains 
and  spouting  repaired. 

Ghakespeare  Yard  (Bircumshaw's). — Insanitary  house  with  bakehouse  demolished 
Flaxpiece  Road  (Crofts).  — Drains  and  traps  improved  and  yard  paved. 

Red  Lion  Inn  (Brampton  Brewery). — Drains  improved  and  yard  asphalted. 
Holmgate  Road  corner — W.c’s  and  bins  replacing  privies  and  ashpits. 

Kings  Head  Yard  (Scarsdale  Brewery). — Closing  order  issued.  Nothing  yet  done. 
Clay  Lane  (Holdsworth’s). — do. 

Bestwood  Drive  (Bircumshaw’s). — do. 

Mill  Row  (Thorpe’s). — do. 

Milnes  Yard,  Market  Street. — do. 

Clay  Cross  Co.,  Ltd.,  (130  houses  in  Clay  Cross  and  Danesmoor). — General  re- 
pairs, new  spouting  &c. 

The  Clay  Cross  Co.,  last  named  on  above  list,  is  the  owner  of  the  large  pro- 
portion of  the  old  property  in  the  town,  and  they  instituted  a few  years  ago  a 
system  of  repair  and  improvement  which  was  the  subject  of  favourable  comment 
in  the  reports  of  two  successive  years.  Many  defects  in  their  property  were 
pointed  out,  but  as  their  repair  department  was  also  effecting  improvements  and 
conversions  on  a definite  scale  each  year,  it  was  felt  that  it  would  be  harsh  to 
insist  on  more.  It  is  to  be  regretted  however  that  owing  to  some  change  in 
management  or  policy,  the  improvement  part  of  the  work  was  dropped.  In  the 
end  of  1913  operations  were  resumed,  and  there  is  enough  work  ahead  to  allow 
for  these  to  be  continued  for  years  to  come.  The  Long  Rows  are  stil 
landers,  back  or  front ; very  few  of  their  houses  in  Clay  Cross  or  Danesmoor 
have  water  inside,  nearly  all  have  privies  and  huge  ashpits.  I'he  arrangement  in 
the  Long  Rows  is  extremely  objectionable,  and  at  Danesmoor  the  ashpits  are 
open  to  the  wind. 


do. 
do. 

Repairs  in  hand. 
Some  repair  done. 


The  influence  of  the  Clay  Cross  Co.  as  the  principal  employer  of  labour,  and 
as  the  largest  owner  of  property  in  the  town,  is  not  to  be  denied.  If  its  Direc- 
torate adopt  a forward  policy  in  regard  to  the  housing  accommodation  they  con- 
trol, there  is  little  difficulty  in  getting  other  property  owners  to  fall  into  line. 
I hat  they  are  interested  in  the  matter  is  proven  by  the  houses  built  in  John  Street 
with  slop  wmter  closets,  by  their  conversion  of  the  privies  to  closets  in  Cellar 
Row.  I do  not  desire  to  see  the  slop  water  system  extended,  but  I am  informed 
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that  the  extra  rent  paid  by  the  tenants  in  Cellar  Row  forms  a good  economic 
return  for  the  money  expended  on  conversion,  while  from  the  tenant’s  point  of 
view,  each  expresses  high  satisfaction  with  the  new  arrangement.  I trust  there- 
fore that,  in  view  of  the  fact  of  its  large  influence,  material  and  moral,  in  the 
District,  the  Clay  Cross  Company  will  not  discontinue  those  forward  attempts 
at  the  improvement  of  the  large  mass  of  cottage  property  they  control,  and  which 
it  would  appear  can  be  done  with  no  other  cost  than  the  outlay  of  capital  on 
which  a satisfactory  return  is  assured. 

Infectious  Disease- 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  severe  epidemic  of  measles  followed 
by  whooping  cough  which  was  prevalent  through  the  district  in  the  first  half  of 
the  year,  there  being  25  heaths  from  measles  and  15  from  whooping  cough.  The 
Infant  School  at  Danesmoor  was  closed  from  25th  February  till  9th  March  inclu- 
sive Besides  these  there  were  notified  the  following  : — 


Diptheria 

12  cases, 

3 deaths. 

Treated  in  hospital  i 

Erysipelas 

2 „ 

n 0 

Scarlatina 

13  n 

I M 

„ 6 

Enteric  Fever 

2 >5 

n 2 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

1 „ 

n I 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  12  ,,  9 Shelters  provided,  3 

,,  other  forms  13  4 n 

For  Diphtheria,  .Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  by  the  Council  for  curative 
purposes. 

For  Tuberculosis  cases,  treatment  ai  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  available 
and  most  of  the  cases  visited  there,  d'hree  shelters  were  provided,  but  in  each 
case  the  patient  was  too  far  gone  for  recovery.  'Fhe  County  Sanatorium  at 
Walton  is  not  yet  built. 

Nurse  Brown  continued  to  give  satisfactory  service  as  Health  Visitor  during 
the  year,  visiting  each  case  at  least  once  a month,  and  submitting  a monthly 
report. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  by  his  instruciions 
Formaldehydejis  used. 

Special  inspection  by  County  M.O.H. 

This  year  the  Clay  Cross  District  was  the  subject  of  a Special  Report  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  while  he  dealt  with  the  District  generally 
and  discussed  water  supply  and  scavenging,  the  bulk  of  his  report  was  devoted  to 
Housing.  He  criticised  the  Council  adversely  for  the  condition  of  affairs  and 
recommended:  — 

( 1 ) .  The  building  by  the  Urban  Council  of  houses  to  replace  others  re- 
quiring to  be  condemned  ; and  incidentally,  in  view  of  the  promise  of  the 
Government  to  assist  rural  districts  threw  out  the  suggestion  for  considera- 
tion of  de-urbanising  Clay  Cross  and  adding  it  to  the  Chesterfield  Rural  by 
which  it  is  presently  surrounded 

(2) .  If  it  remains  an  Urban  District — the  appointment  of  separate 
officers  as  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  and  the  enforcement  of  the  various 
acts  and  byelaws. 

(3) .  d'he  conversion  of  privies  to  w.c’s.  with  speed. 

(4) .  The  consideration  of  increasing  the  Borehole  supply  of  water. 

(5) .  The  adoption  and  carrying  out  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act. 

(6) .  1'o  encourage  or  induce  the  building  of  a Model  Lodging  House. 

To  this  report  the  Council  made  a lengthy  reply  and  the  report  and  the  reply 

are  before  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Whether  the  case  has  been  overstated  by  Dr.  Barwise  in  his  report,  or  by  the 
Council  in  their  reply,  or  by  both,  is  not  within  my  province,  but  it  will  be 
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evident  that  whatever  the  shortcomings  in  the  past  there  is  an  aspiration  after 
better  things  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  and  a desire  to  see  that  aspiration 
materialise.  Doubtless  we  shall  have  a Local  Government  Board  inspection, 
whtch  will  be  a further  stimulus  towards  the  administration  of  the  powers 
presently  possessed,  vdth  a single  eye  to  the  sanitary  and  material  welfare  of  the 
cc  mmunity 

With  regard  to  the  special  cases  mentioned  in  Dr.  Barwise’s  report : — 

Waterloo  Street— I too  regret  that  this  street  has  not  been  “ made  ” in  proper 
fashion.  Lhe  mere  fact  of  living  on  a well  made  street  influences  for  good  the 
occupier,  and  creates  a desire  to  have  his  house  and  its  furnishings  to  correspond, 
and  I hope  that  no  technical  objection  will  stand  in  the  way  of  this  being  done. 
The  question  of  adjusting  the  artificial  level  at  the  bottom  is  under  consideration 
and  is  largely  one  of  who  is  to  pay. 

The  van  nuisance  has  been  previously  referred  to. 

Shakespeare  Yard  —The  re-drainage  of  this  yard  has  been  promised  for  some 
time,  and  a scheme  is  now  in  hand.  These  two  lots  belong  to  Bircumshaw’s 
Trustees,  but  I understand  the  trust  is  about  to  be  dissolved,  and  it  will  shortly  be 
possible  to  deal  direct  with  the  actual  owner,  with,  I hope,  good  results. 

Tunnel  Row,  Chapel  Row,  Pleasant  Row,  Office  Row,  Long  Rows,  belong 
to  the  Clay  Cross  Co.,  and  their  responsibilities  have  already  been  mentioned. 

Buck  Yard — The  houses  mentioned  were  already  condemned.  Nothing  has 
been  done,  and  as  the  period  of  grace  given  by  the  Council  has  almost  expired, 
they  will  propably  be  closed  and  demolished. 

Lodging  House — This  has  been  submitted  ,to  the  voluntary  agencies  : the 
Salvation  Army  regret  that  they  would  be  unable  to  build  a new  one,  though  they 
would  convert  asuitable  old  building,  while  the  Brotherhood  have  not  yet  seen 
their  way  to  launch  out  in  the  additional  expenditure  of  time  and  money  such  a 
step  would  involve.  The  need  remains  and  is  undeniable. 

Paving  of  Yards  and  Conversions — These  have  been  brought  before  the 
Council  time  after  time  and  are  now"  part  (T  its  settled  policy.  It  only  remains 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  Tentative-  efforts  are  apparent  in  the  list  of  alterations 
effected 

Cowsheds — ^These  are  being  re-inspected.  As  has  been  stated  in  previous 
reports  it  is  the  hardship  on  the  small  man  which  appears  in  any  attempt  to  re- 
construct them,  d'he  larger  farms  are  better  off  for  space,  but  in  the  few  acre 
lots  any  old  building  will  do.  And  the  surroundings  are  too  often  as  stated,  with 
the  manure  heap  all  too  near.  The  Council  however  put  in  force  their  own  bye- 
laws wdth  regard  to  pig-keeping  and  fowl-keeping,  and  it  seems  to  be  logical 
that  if  they  desire  pure  milk  they  should  enforce  them  in  the  matter  of  cow- 
keeping also. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  apparent  that  the  Council  has  seriously  considered  the 
indictment  laid  by  by  the  County  Medical  Officer,  and  while  it  strongly  resents 
it,  the  Council  realises  that  it  is  on  its  trial  as  an  administrative  sanitary  au- 
thority. 

The  mortality  figures  for  January  and  February  of  the  present  year  are  : — 

Death  Rate,  i r5  per  loooperann.  ; Infantile  Death  Rate,  73  per  1000  births  ; 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  are  a happy  augury  not  only  of  improved  mor- 
tality rates  for  the  whole  year,  but  of  sanitary  achievment  all  along  the  line  such 
as  will  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  capacity  of  this  Urban  District  to  continue  to 
manage  its  ow"n  affairs  to  the  credit  of  the  locality,  and  of  the  County. 

WM.  DUNCAN,  M.B. 


J.  W.  PETTS,  THE  PRINTER.  CLAY  CROSS. 
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